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The World Trade Organisation

• A multilateral organization headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 
• Established on January 1, 1995, as a successor to the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 
• The organization functions as a central body that facilitates global 

trade.
https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/economics/world-trade-organization-wto/
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The World Trade Organisation



The World Trade Organisation

• Started to take into account 
biodiversity and alien invasive 
species.
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IPPC - the International Plant 
Protection Convention
An international treaty that aims to:

Secure coordinated, effective action to prevent and 
to control the introduction and spread of pests of 
plants and plant products.

Extends beyond the protection of cultivated plants 
to the protection of natural flora and plant 
products. 
• Takes into consideration both direct and indirect 

damage by pests, so it includes weeds. 
• Also covers vehicles, aircraft and vessels, 

containers, storage places, soil and other objects 
or material that can harbour or spread pests.



IPPC - the International Plant 
Protection Convention
Provides a framework and a forum for 
international cooperation, harmonization and 
technical exchange between contracting 
parties.

• Implementation involves collaboration by National 
Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs) and 

• Regional Plant Protection Organizations (RPPOs), 
• Act as coordinating bodies at a regional level to 

achieve the objectives of the IPPC.
The convention is managed by the Director-General of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) since its adoption in 1951.



The Regional Plant Protection
Organizations RPPO’s

There are currently nine RPPOs:

Asia and Pacific Plant Protection Commission (APPPC)

Comunidad Andina (CA)

Comite de Sanidad Vegetal del Cono Sur (COSAVE)

European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO)

Inter-African Phytosanitary Council (IAPSC)

Near East Plant Protection Organization (NEPPO)

North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO)

Organismo Internacional Regional de Sanidad Agropecuaria (OIRSA)

Pacific Plant Protection Organization (PPPO)

https://www.eppo.int/
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ISPMs
International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures 
(ISPMs) are the standards adopted by the Commission 
on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM), which is the 
governing body of the IPPC. 
• Standards, 
• Guidelines and 
• Recommendations 
the bases for phytosanitary measures applied in trade by the 
Members of the WTO under the Agreement on the Application of 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (the SPS Agreement).

Standards are not regulatory instruments but come into force 
once countries establish requirements within their national 
legislation. 

https://www.ippc.int/core-activities/standards-setting/ispms
https://www.ippc.int/core-activities/standards-setting/ispms
https://www.ippc.int/core-activities/governance/cpm
https://www.ippc.int/core-activities/governance/cpm


ISPM 11

 Pest Risk Analysis of 
Quarantine organisms

 From which the PM 5/3 (5) of 
EPPO

 Scheme for PRA

 Scheme for Express PRA

 Example of PRA and 
summary

Links/pm5-01-e.doc
Links/pm5-01-e.doc
Links/pm5-01-e.doc
Links/PRA_scheme_2011 (1).doc
Links/PRA_scheme_2011 (1).doc
Links/pm5-05(1)-e_Express_PRA.docx
Links/pm5-05(1)-e_Express_PRA.docx
Links/06-12730 PRA record P lateralis (1).doc
Links/06-12730 PRA record P lateralis (1).doc
Links/06-12731 PRA report P lateralis (1).doc


ISPM 15

 Regulation of wood 
packaging material in 
international trade

 To which refer several 
EPPO PM

Links/pm8-003-1-en.pdf
Links/pm8-003-1-en.pdf
Links/pm8-003-1-en.pdf


ISPM 36

 Integrated measures 
for plants for planting

 To which refer several 
EPPO PM

Links/pm8-003-1-en.pdf
Links/pm8-003-1-en.pdf
Links/pm8-003-1-en.pdf


Constraints for risk 
identification

• The Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Agreement of the 
World Trade Organisation aims to minimise any 
disruption to trade that plant health regulation might 
impose. 

• The protocols principally involve the production of lists 
of named harmful organisms.

• By definition,all ‘unlisted’ organisms remain 
unregulated.

• The lists principally comprise pathogens that have 
Already escaped from their geographical centres of 
origin and started to cause overt disease in another 
part of the globe

• Many of these ‘newly escaped’ organisms were 
previously unknown to science and were not therefore 
on any international list before they escaped



Links/KH0414054ENC_002.pdf


EC DG Health and Food Safety



Current legislation in:

REGULATION (EU) 2016/2031 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
OF THE COUNCIL 

of 26 October 2016 
on protective measures against pests of plants, amending 
Regulations (EU) No 228/2013, (EU) No 652/2014 and (EU) No 
1143/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council and 
repealing Council Directives 69/464/EEC, 74/647/EEC, 
93/85/EEC, 98/57/EC, 2000/29/EC, 2006/91/EC and 2007/33/EC



(c)
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